CHAPTER  V.

CAN A HERETIC  BE KING  OF FRANCE?
1589-1592.

[HE death of the last Valois, worthless
man and weak King though he was,
appeared a most serious calamity to
the few statesmen whose love for
their country was not obscured by

_________    the spirit of faction or fanaticism.

"Three parties in the state had a clear conception
of their own aims and were prepared to bestir them-
selves to attain those aims.

These were first the Romanist and Spanish party,
composed of men who, sooner than that France
should cease to be orthodox, were prepared to sacri-
fice her national existence.

Secondly, there was the faction of Lorraine, the
Guises and their adherents devoted, under the pre-
text of religion, to the aggrandisement of their

House.

And thirdly, the Huguenots who wished to over-
throw the religious system hitherto accepted by the
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